Annual Scholarship Grant Program

The Foundation’s largest program is the Annual Scholarship Grant

Program, which is co-administered with 86 universities, and colleges that are affiliated with AH&LEF. Participating schools agree to co-administer these scholarships with the Foundation and select the scholarship recipients based upon a set of minimum eligibility criteria.  The program is funded by the following endowed funds as well as proceeds from the American Lodging Investment Summit and the Foundation’s general fund, annual giving campaigns, previous capital campaigns, and annual fundraising events: 

AH&LA Allied Member Fund – Established in 1989 by the Foundation and AH&LA’s Allied Members to support scholarships and industry research, the fund is now valued at $882,905 and has awarded $312,375 in scholarships to 424 students.

Melinda Bush Scholarship Fund

As part of the AH&LEF New Century Fund Campaign, Melinda Bush created a scholarship fund.  In addition to providing scholarship monies, Ms. Bush intends to act as a mentor to the student recipients. 
John Clifford Memorial Scholarship – In the early 1980s, the Palm Beach County Hotel & Lodging Association established a scholarship in memory of John F. Clifford to benefit students attending Palm Beach County Community College.  To-date the fund has awarded $37,700 in scholarships to 46 students.

Cecil B. Day Memorial Scholarship – In 1981, a scholarship fund was established to memory of Cecil B. Day from the Cecil B. Day Investment Company with a $500,000 contribution.  Today the fund is worth $845,000 and has disbursed more than $665,500 in scholarships to 589 students.

Creighton Holden Memorial Scholarship Fund 

In 2005 a scholarship fund was established in the memory of

Creighton Holden, AH&LA past chairman and volunteer. This scholarship benefits the students attending Michigan State University.

Handlery Hotels Scholarship – Paul Handlery, AH&LEF’s Honorary Chairman for Life, established this fund in 1982 to provide scholarships and funds for students to attend national lodging conferences.  Over the years, the Handlery Foundation has continued to make annual donations to the fund which is now valued at $557,000.  Since 1989 $296,500 has been distributed to 214 students.

Conrad N. Hilton Memorial Scholarship – The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation created this memorial scholarship with a $500,000 gift in 1995.  Today the fund is worth $740,000 and scholarships have been awarded to 401 students totaling $440,000. 

Curtis C. Nelson Scholarship – The Carlson family established this fund with a $100,000 endowment to benefit students attending Cornell University.  To-date $31,000 has been distributed to 12 students.

Richard Kessler Scholarship – In 1985, Kessler Enterprise created this fund to support students attending the University of Central Florida.  To-date the fund is value at $35,000 and has awarded $38,000 in scholarships to 33 students.

J. Willard Marriott Memorial Scholarship – In 1989 the J. Willard Marriott Foundation established this fund with a donation of $250,000.  Today the fund is totals $366,000 and has disbursed $299,500 to 227 students.

The Employment Guide Scholarship Fund

In 2006 The Employment Guide pledged $75,000 over three years to AH&LEF to support the educational development of students pursuing an undergraduate degree in hospitality. To-date, $50,000 has been distributed to 48 students and the remaining $25,000 is scheduled for disbursement in 2008.
